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The Forbidden City was the Chinese imperial center
from 1420 to 1912. No one could enter or leave the
Forbidden City without the emperor’s permission.
It contains about a thousand buildings.
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The southern gate of the Imperial City
was the ceremonial entrance to the
Forbidden City. The square south of

the gate, Tiananmen Square, continues
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The main temples, Heaven, Earth, Sun, and
Moon, were built directly opposite each
other with the Inner City between them.
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