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200
Lateen-rigged ships 
are first used in the 

Mediterranean.

1000s–1100s
Magnetic compass is 

first used by Chinese and 
Mediterranean navigators.

1420
Prince Henry the 

Navigator of 
Portugal improves 

the mariner’s 
astrolabe.

1300
Sternpost rudder 

replaces the 
steering oar. 

mid-1400s
Astrolabe is 
adopted by 
mariners.

1492
Christopher 
Columbus 
carries an 
astrolabe on 
his first 
voyage.

1735
John Harrison invents 
the first reliable marine 
chronometer.

mid-1700s
Sextant replaces 
the astrolabe.

New Tools of Navigation


